Survey of Spending Patterns from the 

Mines in the Nebo Shire

Centre for Social Science Research,

Central Queensland University, Rockhampton, 4702.

This survey is being undertaken by John Rolfe, Stewart Lockie and others from Central Queensland University and is supported by Macarthur Coal.  Survey results will provide information about how much impact the mining industry is having on the local economy.   Your answers are treated as strictly confidential and neither your name nor address is recorded.

Q 1: What general area does your business operate in? (eg Stock and station agent)

Q 2:  How long have you been in business at Nebo?

__________________________________________ years

Q 3:  How many people work full-time in your business?

Owners (record number) __________________________________

Employees (record number) ________________________________

Q 4:  How other many people work in your business?

Part-time 
(record number) ____________________ 

Casual 
 
(record number) ____________________ 

Q 5: How have employee numbers changed:

	
	From 2 years ago
	From 5 years ago

	Change in full-time staff
	
	

	Change in part-time staff
	
	

	Change in casual staff
	
	


Q 6:  How has your turnover changed over the past 2 years?


Decreased 






(
Stayed much the same





(

Increased






(
If increased or decreased, can you estimate the percentage change (eg. 50% increase over 2 years)?



_______________________ % change

Q 7:  How has your profitability changed over the past 2 years?

Decreased 






(
Stayed much the same





(

Increased






(
If increased or decreased, can you estimate the percentage change (eg. 10% increase over 2 years).



_______________________ % change

Q 8:  Over the past 5 years, have the coal mines in the Nebo Shire impacted on your business?  Explain if possible.

Q 9:  Which mines in the area have the most beneficial impact/greatest spending with your business?

Q 10.  Can you estimate what percentage of your business from the mining industry comes from the Coppabella and Moorvale mines?






_______________________ %
Q 11:  Can you identify any potential actions of the mining companies that would help your business?

Q 12:  What percent of your gross turnover is spent on the following items?


Wages



___________________ %


Supplies from other

 businesses in Nebo

___________________ %


Supplies from 

Mackay  


___________________ %


Supplies from 

rest of Qld


___________________ %


Rest of  business 


Expenses (eg interest, taxes)
___________________ %

Q 13.  Have your difficulties in recruiting skilled labour changed over the past two years?

Easier to recruit





(
Stayed much the same





(

More difficult to recruit




(
Comments?

Q14.  Has the higher cost of housing and rents made it harder for your business to source labour over the past two years?

Extremely difficult





(
Difficult






(

Somewhat difficult 





(

No change






(
Easier







(
Q15.  Do you have any recruitment strategies that have worked well for your business?

Q16.   Do you think having the workcamps based at Nebo is generally positive for your business?


Yes 







(
No







(

No change / don’t know




(
Q17.  How long do you think the current strong conditions in the coal industry are likely to last for Nebo?

Less than 1 year





(
1 – 2 years 






(

3 – 5 years






(
6 - 10 years 






(

More than 10 years 





(
No opinion 






(
Q18.  Are there any additional strategies that the Council and business community could follow to maximise benefits from the coal industry boom?

Thank you for completing the survey!

