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homogeneous and undifferentiated view of 'the first year experience' implied by
·i"r~lnC'I"'I_nl'l, we prefer to emphasise diversity and heterogeneity in mapping multiple

.... ....,I..........t~lall"... ,...c~e"' university life, particularly in 'the first year'. This mapping includes - in the
Queensland University (CQU) - students in a pre-undergraduate preparatory

rich life experiences but limited formal education; school leavers and mature age
first year undergraduate program; and students with industry and professional

pre-service teacher education program with both undergraduate and graduate
.......,....,·wllJlll.\J the considerable differences among these 'first year experiences', they

common a focus on the habitus (Bourdieu, 1977, 1990) as a framework for locating and
student and staff subjectivities and hence for maximising student (re-)engagements

lr"'fln"o.lI"'(::!,''f'U life. The paper illustrates these crucial processes in each of these versions of
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Inn/Qn::I'I"\1 affordances are a significant factor in student retention. However mere availability of
not equate with student ability to capitalise on these affordances. This paper

gaps between first year Education students~ expectations and experiences, and
ho1hu>£:),cn affordances and student access of them. An orientation week program designed as a

L\...IllIWCJlI LI..::::J filling some of the gaps is described and evaluated. The paper concludes that
B IIl;;;U...,II. ...I..,;;J and peers are powerful constraints, both positive and negative, in university
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