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"The Hidden Panacea"

Gather ye 'round and dim the light,
'tis a secret I have I'll share this night.
Its about the crime we want to stop,
not the report that we want to jot.

It's an ancient tale as old as time,
veiled in mystery, though I know by rote.

About our life, yours and mine,
our kin and all the other folk.

The secret I feel, you already know,
for nary a new thought is often spoke.

My chronicle opens to the page and row
and therein lies my secret hope.

Our seed it grows in the soil we till,
we cherish peace, and promote goodwilL
and we tell our seed they must be great,

whilst we turn our backs, upon their fate.

For the past holds the future,
that lesson is never learned,

as our seeds unfold and pass the door,
to make our mistakes again and more.

Break this cycle - and prevent the crime,
avail your children of your time.

Lassies and laddies as I'm telling this tale,
it's all about prevention and not about jail.

So open your eyes and read the lines,
the message is clear, we've been there before.

If you have a new thought, notion or idea,
look again my friend, it's been already here.

Prevention is not new, it's as common as salt,
'though this may be novel to some of you folk.

If you think it's no good and maybe a fad,
then walk as a victim, you'll wish it, you had.

From the desktop ofunpublished dreams

Cameron B Hall
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ABSTRACT

This study explores how the residential and business sectors of the community in

the southern Gold Coast area perceive the police service provided to them. The

study also records the community level of satisfaction with that service. To

provide a .context for theses community outcomes, contemporary policing issues

in Australia are discussed, in particular how policing has developed from the

early convict days to the current methods used by the Queensland Police Service

to deliver its service. This study discusses such issues in policing as technology

and the current concepts underlying police response times and police numbers

and the impact this has on crime and community satisfaction levels.

International concepts in crime prevention and community policing are explored

and are highlighted by examples of community policing case studies conducted

by the Queensland Police Service. Various studies relating to crime prevention

are reviewed and the community fear of crime is discussed. Of particular

interest is the expansion and theoretical considerations of situational crime

prevention as relates to r~utine crime prevention activity and the role of

guardians. The role of police as guardians for break and enter crime is of

particular interest. The study concludes that a police response in this role is

-- inadequate and alternative strategies must be implemented. Alternative

strategies of guardianship could find the police implementing activities that

empower the community with knowledge and resources to perform the role of

guardians against break and enter crime themselves.
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